
Understanding Your Child’s Academic Journey 
Parent workshops  

Saturday 21st May 2022



Agenda
8.50am-9.00am - Registration and Refreshments
 
9.00am - Welcome and Introductions - Ben Evans

9.10am - 9.30am  
Presentation 1 - Understanding Your Child’s Academic Data - 
Sarah Sutherland 
Presentation 2 - Supporting Reading - Pippa Sutcliffe 

9.40am - 10.30am - Workshop 1  

10.30am - 10.50am - Refreshments - MFT

11.00am - 11.50am - Workshop 2
 
11.50am - 12.00noon - General questions and close - MFT
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Welcome

&

Introductions



Understanding Your Child’s 

Academic Data 



Assessment Timeline (R-Y2)

September
Cognitive Ability Tests (verbal, non-verbal) 

December, March, June 
PIRA (English)
PUMA (Maths)

These tests generate age-standardised scores for each child 



Assessment Timeline (Y3-Y6)

September
Cognitive Ability Tests (verbal, non-verbal, quantitative, spatial reasoning) 

December, March, June 
PIRA (English)
PUMA (Maths)
Accelerated Reader 

These tests generate age-standardised scores for each child 



Assessment Timeline (Y7/Y8)

September
Cognitive Ability Tests (verbal, non-verbal, quantitative, spatial reasoning) 

Progress Tests in English, maths and science 

December, March, June 
End of topic/term assessments (curriculum linked) 
Accelerated Reader 

These tests generate age-standardised scores for each child 



The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) is a suite of tests that assesses a child’s reasoning (thinking) abilities in key areas 
that support educational development and academic attainment.

Verbal - Thinking with words - Word classification and analogies 

What is a Cognitive Ability Test? 
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The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) is a suite of tests that assesses a child’s reasoning (thinking) abilities in key areas 
that support educational development and academic attainment.

Quantitative - Thinking with numbers - Number analogies and series

What is a Cognitive Ability Test? 
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The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) is a suite of tests that assesses a child’s reasoning (thinking) abilities in key areas 
that support educational development and academic attainment.

Non Verbal - Thinking with shapes - Figure classification and matricies 

What is a Cognitive Ability Test? 



The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT) is a suite of tests that assesses a child’s reasoning (thinking) abilities in key areas 
that support educational development and academic attainment.

Spatial - Thinking with shape and space - Figure analysis and recognition 

What is a Cognitive Ability Test? 



The Standard Age Score (SAS) is the most important piece of information derived from assessments. The SAS is 
based on the children’s raw score which has been adjusted for age and placed on a scale that makes a 
comparison with a nationally representative sample of students of the same age across the UK. The average 
score is 100. The SAS is key to benchmarking and tracking progress and is the fairest way to compare the 
performance of children within a year group or across year groups. 

What are age standardised scores? 

National average = 100



How can you support your child’s 
reading through the school?
Why is reading so important and why does it need supporting 
both at school and at home?



◦The words need to be read correctly.

◦The words need to be understood.

◦The words need to be read and 
understood within the context of the 
sentence. 

◦The words need to be understood within the 
context of the passage being read.

◦Reading is NOT a process which we can leave up 
to our children to action, monitor and ensure that 
they are progressing in

Reading is not just simply 
being able to read the words 
on a page.



Why does your child 
read?

•Is it for enjoyment and 
entertainment?

•Is it to challenge 
themselves and therefore 
for educational purposes?



Why does this matter?
The answer affects the time, place 

and material being read.



AR reading from Y3 helps to 
guide your child to choose 

material independently.

● After testing your child’s comprehension skills, AR reading levels your 
child.  They  will know the correct level of books that they should read.

● The levels are colour coded in the library and the books have stickers 
on them to make it clear which level they are.

● Your child should always have a reading book linked to their level.  It is 
essential that they read for 20 minutes every day to make progress.

● When your child finishes each book, they should complete an AR 
reading test.

● AR reading helps to guide your child to choose material independently.



How can we all help to 
extend your child?
.Your child needs to read more challenging material.

•They should not be reading material of this nature without guidance 
and discussion.
•They should be reading short extracts which they read with a teacher 
or with a parent.
•These extracts will introduce them to new words, sentence 
constructions and punctuation.
•New words should be discussed, and the meanings made clear.  They 
could even be recorded in a vocabulary book.
•New punctuation, sentence types and structure should also be 
discussed.
•This way your child is learning and interacting with new and 
challenging material.



Introducing your child to new 

vocabulary.
•Language is always developing but sadly our language seems to be 
regressing in its development.

•Words are abbreviated, acronyms are used, and punctuation is not 
used in the way we communicate nowadays.

•The need to communicate instantly means we do so in a shortened, 
more limited version of our language.

•This has had a direct impact on the younger generation.  They do 
not have a diverse and varied vocabulary.



◦They need to see different shades of 
colour.

◦It is our duty to help pupils to do 
develop their language.

We need children to have a 
bank of synonyms.



Remember reading and learning new words 

can be fun – what can you do with your child 

other than read?
● Play games: for example, the Roald Dahl game, Articulate, 

children’s scrabble, bananagrams, boggle, countdown 
activities.

● Talk about words and what they mean.  

● Think of lots of words for good, bad, nice, big, small.  Make  a 
poster and put them on the fridge or on the wall where 
everyone can see.


