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Saturday 8th January 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
A very Happy New Year and I hope everyone has enjoyed a great Christmas with lots of time to 
relax and spend together as a family. Time has certainly flown by and after a busy end to the 
year, the holiday was very welcome but I think we are all ready for the start of term and 
resumption of normality! The Evans household spent three very wet but relaxing days on 
Dartmoor over Christmas and as ever, the holiday was high energy and full of excitement. Two 
Christmas lunches later and more leftover turkey and sprouts than we know what to do with, the 
January resolutions have kicked in and we are very excited about everything that 2022 will bring 
to Windlesham. 
 
You will, by now, have had chance to read through the letters from our Phase Leaders which I 
hope you have found useful and informative. They do contain important dates for the term ahead 
as well as up to date Covid information and other essential details. To avoid information overload, 
the normal Friday information letter will be sent out on Monday with further reminders and 
calendar information.   
 
The staff team has spent the last two days in inset which has been a busy and productive time 
providing an invaluable opportunity to reflect on the academic year thus far and to discuss all the 
usual and essential pastoral and procedural matters. Creative and collaborative sessions have 
involved scone making (without a recipe) whilst exploring our Windlesham Habits for Learning 
and the impact they have on pupil outcomes as well an in-depth look at marking and feedback to 
ensure consistency across all departments among others. No school can ever afford to sit still 
and it is through a continuous process of reflection and improvement that we can ensure the 
highest standards of pastoral care and teaching and learning. I am confident that the 
professionalism, enthusiasm and commitment of the Windlesham staff means that the school is in 
a very good place.  
 
I would like to welcome warmly the five new families who will be joining Windlesham this term 
and I hope your time at the school will be very happy and fulfilling. We also have two new staff 
members; Pandora Instone, a former Windlesham pupil, joins us from a school in London and will 
be working in the Junior Prep as a Teaching Assistant and in the girls’ boarding house. Holly 
Darnborough has just arrived from Kenya and will be working at the school for a year as a Gap 
Student. Pandora and Holly are both very excited to be here and I know they are looking forward 
to getting to know the whole school community.  
 
2022 will be another busy year for the school as we continue to develop and grow. I am really 
pleased to announce the formal launch of the Windlesham Swimming Academy next week which 
will be the first of our sporting academies to be introduced. Specialist coaches will provide regular 
early morning training and in association with Worthing Swimming Club, there will be a 
programme of evening and weekend training sessions and competitions. We have one of the 
best swimming pools of any prep school in the country and the development of our swimming 
academy will be of huge benefit to the children.  
 
Our plans for the market garden and environmental awareness continue to grow and I am thrilled 
that we will soon have a large polytunnel in place allowing groups of children to be involved in the 
growing and propagation of plants and vegetables all year round. It will also ensure the exciting 
bit of being able to harvest the benefits of their hard work before the summer holidays! In  
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addition, we will be working full steam ahead to achieve the Eco-Schools green flag status this 
term involving the establishment of an eco committee consisting of children and staff to the lead 
the planning and implementation.  
 
Elsewhere, we have now installed a new alarm system to allow for a revised and improved 
lockdown procedure and new barriers will soon be appearing on the swimming pool service road 
to protect children from the traffic during school hours.  
 
Alex and I hope to see lots of you at weekly fixtures and the various Wednesday Chapels 
throughout the term. Please also remember that the fire will be lit in the front hall and you are 
always welcome to wait there when collecting your children at the end of the day or in the 
swimming pool foyer where there is a coffee machine. If you have any questions or queries 
regarding any aspect of the school or your children’s education, please do not hesitate to contact 
me. 
 
My best wishes to you all for an enjoyable, fun and purposeful term ahead. 
 

 
 
Ben Evans 
Headmaster 
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