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Message
from
Ben Evans

Dear Parents

As we come to the end of our first full
week, I am in complete admiration of your
children and the way in which they have
embraced the return to school life and
their general good humour, energy and
fun. Without exception, from early
morning to the end of each day, whether
it be in the classroom, on the sports field
or in the woods, all our pupils are fully
involved and making the most of each and
every opportunity. I am also pleased to
report that at every turn, I am met with
polite and cheery greetings and
numerous enquiries as to my health and
the state of my day! Our first whole school
assembly was held on Monday and a new
experience for us all – whilst I spoke in
person to the Year 8s in Harrow, the
proceedings were broadcast live to various
rooms around the school and to countries
worldwide for those pupils unable to be
with us. Many congratulations to those
children who received awards for their
kind and generous behaviour. At this

point, I must also mention the Herculean
efforts of the incredible Windlesham staff,
both teaching and non-teaching who are
some of the most committed and
hardworking I have ever met. They have
provided a smooth and purposeful start to
the term, ensuring the children’s safety
and happiness at every turn and for which
I am extremely grateful.

This week’s school value has been I am
Committed, which followed on perfectly
from my ‘doors of opportunity’ last week.
We have asked children to think carefully



about the difference between involvement
and commitment. The story of Mr Spider
and his resilient and persevering approach
to web-spinning perfectly illustrated this
for our youngest children in their first
Chapel of the term. For our Year 7 children,
I used the following quote from Thomas
Buckner; “To bring one’s self to a frame of
mind and to add proper energy to
accomplish things that require plain hard
work continuously, is the one big battle
everyone has. But when this battle is won
for all time, then everything is easy.” I
urged them to always strive towards
wholeheartedness and commitment,
rather than taking the easier option of
shrinking away from a task or person for
fear of failure or through a lack of
determination. It is essential that pupils at
Windlesham understand that if they want
to achieve anything of worth and
substance, such as improving their
attainment, being a good friend, or
acquiring a new skill, they have to work
out whether they will be committed to
that cause. Determination, perseverance,

resilience and a certain degree of single-
mindedness at times, will all ensure our
children are able to overcome life’s
obstacles with commitment, fortitude and
success.

I was thrilled to see so many children
from Year 4 to Year 8 participate in the
inaugural sessions of the Windlesham
Challenge and Diploma on Saturday. An
unknown to all but the spirit of enjoyment
and participation was fantastic. It is
absolutely essential that we provide our
pupils with the skills necessary for them to
lead successful and accomplished lives.
Our Challenge and Diploma programmes,
working alongside a rich and academically
rigorous curriculum, will enable this to
happen. Most importantly, Windlesham
children will become risk-takers, critical
thinkers, independent learners and our
future leaders.

I would like to thank everyone who has
commented so positively on the new
format of our weekly newsletter and I

hope you enjoy seeing everything that has
happened this week. Please also
remember that Monday’s information
letter will always contain the essential
information you need to know for the
coming two weeks and is hyperlinked for
ease of reading.

My best wishes for an enjoyable weekend.

Ben



Windlesham
Challenge and
Diploma
Week 1
Adventurous days of fun
challenges
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Weekend Trip
to Queen
Elizabeth
Country Park
The first weekend saw all the boarders
heading over to Queen Elizabeth County
Park near Petersfield for an adventurous
day of shelter and den building as well as a
go on the assault course. Blessed with
amazing weather the children made the
most of the opportunity to run free. Some
children took the opportunity to get stuck
into the assault course completing over 10
runs of the course! Others opted for a
more sedate session of making bug hotels
and exploring what lies beneath rocks and
fallen trees.



Body and Mind
Challenge
Wonderful scenes from the first Body and
Mind session running as part of the
Windlesham Challenge on Saturday
mornings! One of the strands of this unit is
designed to explore the fun of reading.

Here the children are creating tableaux of
'Fairy Tales Gone Bad'(!), inspired by
Joesph Coehlo's brand new book
Zombierella. If you look carefully you
might see flesh eating bean stalks,
murderous dwarves and monstrous
bridges!

Mr Parkin



Camouflage and
Concealment
Challenge
The pupils have been smothering their
faces with war paint and blending in with
nature. They were learning the most
crucial parts to camouflage and
concealment:

Texture - Don't contrast with your
surroundings.

Movement - must be sneaky and cautious,
the human eye is drawn to fast movement
especially at night.

Shape - Blend in with your surroundings
and break up your human shape as much
as possible.

Mr Farrer

Camouflage Tip: Lying next to a tree isn't
the best of ideas, not only does it make it
easier for the enemy to fire but it creates
an unnatural bulge against the bottom of
the tree.



Academic
The best parts of lessons
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Junior
Wing
The children in the Junior Bubble have
been improving their knowledge of global
location this week while also keeping up
to date with what is going on in the world!

Mrs Nuttall

Music
An exciting week for the music
department as lessons kick-off and the
pupils get to play their favourite
instruments in various ways, some
blended classrooms teaching online and
at home.

Mr Fitt



French
The Year 6 pupils are working on Quizlet, a
fantastic App the whole class use to learn
or revise vocabulary even if they're
learning at home. Noone misses out!

In this class they used structures and
vocabulary to fill in their own ID card in
French.

Madame Moore

Maths
Different equations in maths this week.
Which Script?

Using and applying their knowledge of
place value, pupils in Y6 worked logically
and collaboratively to group numbers
written in five different scripts. Some
excellent solutions were sent in from our
remote learners too!

Mrs Mason



Eco
Lesson
First Wednesday afternoon Eco lesson
with Mrs Shaw & Mrs Hallam. The project is
to Design a herb/ kitchen garden outside
the Food Tech room for Mrs Messenger.

They tasted Basil leaves & had some great
ideas for planting herbs, fruit & vegetables.
Designed compost bins & bug hotels
along with lots of other ideas (all of their
own) for a bird feeder, nesting box &
beehive, I was blown away by their
knowledge & understanding.

Arden's design ideas sheet was
outstanding.

Amazing work!

Mrs Shaw & Mrs Hallam



Knowledge
Night
'Is Knowledge more Important than
Imagination?'

The first Knowledge Night of this
academic year by Mr Nigel Parkin, Head of
English, who engaged the young Year 8
brains challenging them with a quote
from Einstein: “Is knowledge more
important than imagination?”

The first question posed to the Year 8s
was to think of creative thinkers. They
suggested Einstein, Pythagoras, Galileo,
Picasso, Mozart, Van Gogh. The audience
were then asked who had thought of
Maths as being creative before?

The discussion followed a fabulous path
over hills and dales, focusing on the
definition of a heretic and then moving

towards Blooms Taxonomy. Mr Parkin
compared the first pyramid of 1956 with
the updated one of the 21st century. The
key difference was that ‘creativity’ was at
the top of the 21st century pyramid in
comparison to ‘evaluation’ in 1956. The
1956 model focused on using nouns; the
21st century model focused on verbs:
learning being an active process which of
course is at the heart of the teaching and
learning at Windlesham.

'It transpired that we all think creatively
more than we all might realise.'

The speech ended with the images used
for ‘Apple’. The one designed in the 1970s
which has such different connotations in
the 21st century to what it was intended
for back in the seventies. Mr Parkin
focused on an image that ‘Apple’
considered but did not end up using, it
was that of Sir Isaac Newton under the
apple tree. Around the edge of the picture
was a quote from Wordsworth’s, ‘The
Prelude’: ‘A mind forever voyaging through

strange seas of thought.’ What a fabulous
way to end such a stimulating evening!

This concluding thought summarised our
philosophy of learning at Windlesham. We
embrace what we know and we use our
imagination to think about all that we
might ever know – our curiosity (one of the
Windlesham values). Questioning is part
of the way learn and is our passport to our
learning journey.

The ‘Light Bulb’ for the evening was
awarded to Lauren for her excellent
contributions to the discussions and her
high level analytical, creative thinking.

Pippa Sutcliffe



Sport
This week's highlights
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Sport at School
It's amazing to be back on the pitches, playing fields, courts and
astro this term with all the year groups in their bubbles playing a
variety of sport. We cannot believe the weather and seeing the
pupils enjoy the space outside as they play Cricket in September
in 30 degrees!

Mr Duncan



Equestrian We are delighted to inform you of the best
results the girls could ever have wished for
over the previous two weekends:

Both Kitty (Monty), Lottie (Shawn) won 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th prizes
at Hickstead Show Jumping on Saturday. Fantastic results!





Boarding
News from Boarding
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Girls' Boarding
All is cheerful and cosy in Girls’ Boarding at Windlesham, where
Alice Wright and Marie Kelleway are making sure that boarding
life remains as happy and comfortable as ever for all the girls.

As Treat Night and Dorm of the Week start, we look forward to
handing out some well deserved awards!

Boys' Boarding
Last week we met our boarding staff who were keen to get the
year moving, and oh boy, it sure has!

While in the boy's dorm, they enjoy a relaxed treat night with a
movie on the big screen and plenty of snacks!

The team also look forward to handing out some awards next
week!



Pre-Prep
Welcome to Pre-Prep!
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Pre-Prep
The first full week has flown by in the Pre-Prep. All of the children
have enjoyed so many new learning experiences and are full of
excitement about their new topics.

Our Core Values focus this week has been commitment and the
children are really trying hard to be committed in all areas of their
school life.

Reception has enjoyed their first full week complete with
specialist lessons and after school activities. In our classroom, we
have been focusing on a letter each day and spending time
looking for the letters around Pre-Prep and in the dining room.
This week we learned s, b, m, f and z because they link to our
friends’ names in Reception. We are also forming lovely
friendships, managing sharing resources and taking turns
brilliantly!

Year One really enjoyed sharing their beautiful homes with their
friends; we learnt new vocabulary linked to houses such as
‘detached’, ‘semi-detached’ and ‘terraced’. The children have been
very creative in producing colourful collages showing their
learning and made informative booklets about their own homes.

Talk also turned to gardens and as we are learning about plants in
science lessons, we have decided to sow some herb seeds so that
Mr Johnstone can use them when he and his team cook lunches
for all the Windlesham children. Our classroom focus has been to
raise your hand rather than calling out when you have something
to share - the children are steadily remembering our high
expectations. It has been a very happy week in Year One!

Year 2 has been learning about the legend of the Sussex Knucker
dragon and how he could once be found in a knucker hole in
Lyminster. We played a dizzy directions game outside to learn the
compass points in Geography in order to help the dragon hunter
find his way from Windlesham to the knucker hole. Much fun was
had designing their own Sussex pie to trick the dragon into eating
it before attempting to slay it!



The children in ER form have been quickly getting to know their
new teacher! Things are going brilliantly and we’ve been having a
lot of fun finding out about each other. We’ve gotten stuck into
our Fire and Fantasy topic; we’re fascinated by the Knucker
dragon and we were bursting with ideas as to how we might have
slayed the dragon.

We’re also starting to make use of our Wonder Wall, through
which the children are encouraged to ask questions about our
topic. We’ve got lots of burning(!) questions to investigate.



Join us for a Macmillan
Coffee Morning

Friday 25th September
Help us raise money for Macmillan Cancer

Support.

You can make a donation directly to
Macmillan, send your donations into us, or

scan the QR code below.
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If you can't join us for coffee but would like
to support in your own way here are some
of our favourite suggestions!

1. Hold a coffee morning with 5 other people in your home.

2. Bake some cupcakes and take them around your friends and
neighbours.

3. Post a recipe and get your friends baking – do it alone, with a
friend or on Zoom.

4. Settle down with a cuppa and a zoom call with other
Windlesham parents.

Whatever you do we’d love to know about it so please send us a
photo or tweet us @WindleshamTweet

https://twitter.com/WindleshamTweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


Headmaster's Awards &
Commendations
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Headmaster's Awards
Junior Teachers' Kindess Award

Anne Kiragu, Year 7
For being so polite, charming and open to help with anything

Saveliy Samarin, Year 7
For being an excellent host to a new pupil

Drama Star of the Week

Anne Kiragu, Year 7
For doing an excellent first audition for a Windlesham production

Knowledge Night Lightbulb Award

Lauren Butcher, Year 7
For doing an excellent first audition for a Windlesham production



Headmaster's Commendations
Sebastian Baillie, Year 5
For taking exceptional care of a new child

Oliver Fairclough, Year 8
For responsible behaviour deserving recognition

Zachary Hughes, Year 6
For having an amazing start & for being really polite and kind to another pupil



Open Morning for
Prospective Families

Saturday 3rd October
Contact at admissions@windlesham.com

for more details
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"Always strive towards
wholeheartedness and
commitment, rather

than taking the easier
option of shrinking

away."
Ben Evans
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Thank you for reading

Windlesham News
Windlesham House School
Washington
Pulborough
West Sussex
RH20 4AY
Follow
www.windlesham.com
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